PARLIAMENTARIAN

the storm was blowing itself out my chances of doing
effective work would be about ended. I am not in the least
afraid of facing the leadership but to take the job on for a
period of two years, at the maximum, is a bit discouraging
for a start. It ought to be remembered, however, that the
~~"Taext election may fall within the next two years. So the
chief question we shall have to settle is: Would it be better
to give an old gang leader a chance after Hardie and get a
Socialist in two years from now (if we could) or take just as
much as a majority vote will give us at present? What do
you think ? Have you seen Clynes ? You had better keep this
new piece of information strictly private until you get
further word. In the meantime it will guide you in Labour
Leader articles. Don't push the other side until we have had
time to discuss the position. I am very sorry that Shackleton
should be so offended. Let him grumble by all means. He
probably has a reason, but throw down his crown! What
more can one say than that it is an unkingly act?

Yours ever,

J. R. M.

In the upshot Henderson was elected, and held office for
the next two years. "Without being brilliant," wrote a
colleague," he discharged his difficult task with efficiency."

The verdict could not be improved upon.

*******

Another difficulty was Women's Suffrage. In the
Labour Party, as in the other Parties, this issue cut
across all other alignments and threatened to dissolve
the oldest alliances. Unlike the other Parties, Labour,
it is true, was unanimous for the vote, but that unfortun-
ately did not exempt it from internal dissensions. Some
were for the mere removal of sex disqualification, and
desired the vote, consequently, for women on the same
terms as for men. A measure of this sort was at least
eminently logical, and possessed the further advantage
of being conceivably attainable. A growing majority
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